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Technical Assistance Provider Request for Interest:
Federal Grants Advisor

About the Justice40 Accelerator
Led by Partnership for Southern Equity, Elevate, Groundswell, Hummingbird, and The Solutions
Project, the Justice40 Accelerator seeks to leverage the Biden-Harris Administration's Justice40
Initiative commitment to radically reimagine the existing government resource delivery system
as a restorative and reparative framework that better supports Black and historically disinvested
communities of color.

As funding for climate and clean energy through the Infrastructure Bill, Build Back Better, and
Justice40 Initiative are expected to flow at unprecedented levels - representing a pivotal
opportunity for reparation and restoration of communities, the Justice40 Accelerator is
supporting frontline community-based organizations in building their knowledge and capacity
to apply for and manage government funding. Specifically, the Justice40 Accelerator supports
community organizations working on the frontlines of climate and environmental justice with:

● Informational briefings and resources to learn about federal funding opportunities and
eligibility

● Capacity-building workshops and connections to technical experts to support successful
applications for federal funding, including grant opportunity screening, proposal
preparation and writing, data collection and analysis

● Project pre-development grants for cohort members
● Connections to capacity-building partners with shared values and  deep expertise and /

or the ability to serve as a federal funding co-applicant

The Inaugural Justice40 Accelerator Cohort, launched in September, includes 52 organizations
from 23 states, Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico. Many of the cohort member organizations
are Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)-led and serving BIPOC urban, suburban,
rural, and tribal communities. All have designed community-led projects, which include
affordable & sustainable housing, air quality, clean energy & energy efficiency, climate
resilience hubs, green infrastructure, land conservation and management, sustainable



agriculture & food justice, toxins & remediation, transit, workforce development, and many
combinations of these areas. The cohort includes organizations that are exploring the
possibility of applying for government funding as well as organizations that have received
subgrants or small federal grants. All of the organizations are considering pursuing government
funding to implement their projects to meet the needs of their community and address climate
change.

In addition to providing direct support to cohorts of community-based organizations, the
Justice40 Accelerator is hoping to transform the Federal funding awards  system. Through the
individual and collective experience of the Justic40 Accelerator cohort member organizations
and five lead organizations, the Justice40 Accelerator is identifying the institutional barriers that
have excluded Black and historically disinvested communities of color from equitably accessing
Federal funding and providing recommendations to address those barriers. By uplifting the
stories of exclusion,  success, and the extensive effort to overcome barriers, the Justice40
Accelerator is engaging decision-makers on the systems, structures, and underlying values that
require transformation to institutionalize lasting change needed to create an equitable funding
system, involving marginalized communities in decision-making.

For more information on the Justice40 Accelerator and our Inaugural Cohort of 52 members:
www.justice40accelerator.org.

Federal Grants Advisor Technical Assistance Provider Role
The Justice40 Accelerator is seeking Federal Grants Advisor Technical Assistance Providers --
values-aligned individuals or organizations who support the development of a
community-based organization’s project proposal by providing their equity-centered,
non-extractive support to screen notices of funding, assess eligibility and fit, write proposal
narratives, support with budgets, and prepare required documentation, and/or review
pre-prepared government funding applications.

Justice40 Accelerator cohort organizations have community-designed projects and community
leadership to implement the projects; however, organizations with limited resources may
experience difficulty in screening requests for proposals (RFPs) for the purposes of identifying
grant opportunities for their specific project; writing the application narrative using technical
language desired by agency officials, assembling all supporting documents, and/or reviewing
the full application for copy editing, comprehension and completeness. As Justice40
Accelerator cohort organizations build their capacity to apply for government funding grants
and contracts, a Grants Advisor to support their government funding application submissions
can relieve a significant burden and enable the community-based organization to focus on
designing and implementing projects that meet the needs of their communities. The primary
purpose of the Grants Advisor is to follow the community project’s lead while providing support
with the successful submission of government funding applications and sharing government
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funding experience and lessons learned to enhance the likelihood of the project proposal
successfully receiving funding.

Individuals or organizations interested in serving as a Grants Advisor should have:
● A deep commitment to equity and realizing a just transition through their mission and

services;
● Experience successfully applying for federal funding (or alternatively, experience as

someone who contributes to the review/award of federal grants) from at least one of the
following federal agencies:

○ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
○ Department of Commerce (DOC)
○ Department of Energy (DOE)
○ Department of Interior (DOI)
○ Department of Labor (DOL)
○ Economic Development Administration (EDA)
○ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
○ Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
○ Health and Human Services (HHS)
○ Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
○ National Endowment for the Humanities
○ National Institutes of Health (NIH)
○ Small Business Administration (SBA)
○ United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

● Capacity to help navigate federal funding applications and willingness to provide the
following functions:

○ Review government funding announcements and RFPs and provide
recommendations for fit with project focus area, flagging important deadlines,
key information to include in the proposal, and potential pitfalls that might lead
to an incomplete application or low score.

○ Support cohort members to develop a timeline for proposal completion and
submission, identifying key requirements, needs, and roles.

○ In partnership with project leaders, write funding application narratives using
technical language.

○ Help prepare supplemental funding application materials (e.g., logic models,
budgets, qualification statements).

○ Support budget development including projecting actual costs and staff time to
complete grant reporting requirements and deliverables.  Assist in determining
in-kind services eligible for matching funds requirements

○ Review funding application for comprehension and completeness.
● Subject matter expertise in one or more of the following areas:

○ Climate change
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○ Clean energy and energy efficiency
○ Clean transportation
○ Affordable and sustainable housing
○ Training and workforce development (related to climate, natural disasters,

environment, clean energy, clean transportation, housing, water and wastewater
infrastructure, and legacy pollution reduction, including in energy communities)

○ Remediation and reduction of legacy pollution
○ Critical clean water and waste infrastructure
○ Sustainable agriculture
○ Sustainable land management
○ Green stormwater infrastructure

In order to support Justice40 Accelerator cohort members in an equity-centered,
non-extractive partnership, Grant Advisors must have clear alignment with Justice40
Accelerator values below:

● Climate justice is racial justice.
● Those closest to the problems are closest to the solutions.
● Empowering and resourcing communities to lead is the surest way towards

transformative action on climate change.
● Realizing the vision of the Justice40 Accelerator requires strategic and tactical

realignment between government(s) and frontline communities as we work to prepare
and equip them with resources and relationships.

● The Justice40 Initiative has the transformative potential to shift the paradigm of federal
funding.

● Through this dedicated work, we can make progress towards a future that is reparative
and healing.

Timeline & Process
The Justice40 Accelerator is looking for Grant Advisors to be matched with current cohort
members with potential matching for future cohort rounds to follow in Spring 2022. We are
asking that interested Providers have capacity for at least one and up to four cohort
organizational matches at a time, dependent on timing of federal grant applications.

Justice40 Accelerator cohort members will be introduced to potential Grants Advisors through
the Accelerator and will lead on pursuing a more formal partnership. Grants Advisors will be
resourced through a contract issued and managed by the  Partnership for Southern Equity.

Response Requested
Individuals or organizations who meet the above requirements and are interested in becoming
a Federal Grants Advisor Technical Assistance Provider, please contact Tamira Jones Machado
at Climate Innovation Tamira@movementstrategy.org. Climate Innovation is providing program
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design capacity to the Accelerator and coordinating onboarding of all technical assistance
providers.

Inquiries of interest should include the following information in order to schedule an initial
interview:

● Description of related experience and qualifications, including specific federal funding
programs or agencies knowledge or training.

● Hourly rate or ability to provide services in-kind.
● Number of hours available to provide support from January 2022 through June 2022.
● Brief responses to the following questions (not to exceed 500 words please):

○ Describe your experience working with community-based groups or partners,
please include relevant organizational client names if possible.

○ What are the specific offers of support or services to Accelerator participants?
○ Are there existing resources or training you can share with Accelerator

participants?
○ Are you interested in working with projects from a particular region, issue area,

or program type?
○ Why do you want to support the Justice40 Accelerator, and what do you hope

to get out of providing support?


